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Appendix 1- Chairman’s Report 

 
This year has seen a consolidation of previous years work, putting place processes, delivery of 
some programs along with the launch of a major initiative across the district that will run along 
side the exposure the sport will receive from the Commonwealth Games with the opportunity 
to introduce Squash to a new group of players. 
 

The board set out to achieve some major objectives at the beginning of the year that would 
assist in providing future growth and sustainability. I’m pleased to say that we achieved the 
majority of these. Of the ones not achieved significant progress was made and these should 
be completed in 2018. 
 
Our major achievements included 

1. Increase in membership  178    

2. HQ run at breakeven   

3. Administration hours increased to 25/week 

4. Funding grants   $51,000 

5. Provided operating surplus $37,000 

6. Greater connection clubs/players e.g. Best interclub supper. 
 
These were also complemented by great on court results by our representative teams where 
we continue our proud history of punching beyond our weight. Further details for these can be 
found in the annual report.  
 

The two major areas where there is still ongoing work are  

• Squash HQ where the upgrades have been delayed due to personnel changes at the 
CCC, however we do see these being undertaken in 2018 

• The appointment of a Club Development Officer. We have changed direction on this 
and are in the process of appointing 3 part time Junior Development Officers 
(Christchurch, Blenheim and Nelson) to develop this aspect of the game along with 
engaged clubs. The board made a decision to use our operating surplus from this year 
to fund these positions in 2018, while seeking funding in 2018 for the continuation of 
the roles if successful. 

 

After a number of difficult years we now feel that we are in a good position to be more active in 
assisting clubs to develop the game. 
 
This year we were successful in making our annual awards night a special event for the 
nominees, recipients of the awards and the players and supporters. Congratulations and all 
nominees and to the award winners. 
 
The gains and successes we make can only be achieved by many people, all volunteers at all 
levels of the game. It is you who make our sport successful so I extend my sincere thanks to 
all of you and encourage your continued contribution to our sport. 
 
I would like to extend my special thanks to the board members Scott, Lawrence, Paul and Alina 
for your tireless efforts, the many hours you dedicate to our success and your support to me 
and many others. Alina is taking a leave of absence for 2018 to welcome a new baby into their 
family – our best wishes are extended to you and your effort towards junior development. 
 
Finally, thanks would not be complete without a special mention to the dedicated efforts of 
Karen, who was employed on a permanent basis when Kim decided not to resume in July 
following maternity leave. Your skills, knowledge, experience are making a significant 
difference. 
 

2018 will bring new challenges and excitement, especially with the building of 8 new courts at 
Cashmere by the Christchurch Club. This new facility will be an asset not only for the club, 
but for all clubs, the district and for Squash in the South Island. I encourage all squashies to 
get behind this project and support it in any way possible. 
 

Yours sincerely 
David Hawes, Chairman 


